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.. . and the Fiftieth Anniversary Fund 


As part of the celebration planned to commemorate the conclusion of 
fifty eventful years in the history of our Church, we have established 
the Fiftieth Anniversary Fund. We stand on the threshold of a new 
day, and the dawn brings new problems, new challenges; to meet them 


we must emulate the generosity and fine spirit of our predecessors . . . 


“Lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes” 


—Isaiah, 59-2 


The wise men of the ages always maintained that in history there is a 
plot, a rhythm, a predetermined pattern. This is no doubt true, but 
to us in the immediate present history looks mow like a series of 
emergencies following one upon the other as wave follows wave. Each 
page of history is the conquest of an emergency; the turning of the 
pages is progress. As we approach our Fiftieth Anniversary, we are 
preparing to write a new page in the history of our Church . . . 

We of this generation have been most fortunate; those now in the 
Parish have been permitted to enjoy much that was purchased for us 
by our forefathers. Their generous and wise provisions leave us both 
thankful and humble; they served their day well. The cords and the 
stakes of spiritual well-being which they so firmly fastened in the life 


of the community have withstood the stress and pressures of fifty 


difficult years. 


TELL YE YOUR CHILDREN OF IT, AND LET YOUR CHILDREN TELL 


THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR CHILDREN ANOTHER GENERATION. 


—Joel 1:3 


The above quotation is inscribed on the William 


P. Simpson memorial tablet in the South Transce pt. 


A new day dawns, and new needs arise. This generation faces the 
challenge of its own particular problems; how we meet chat challenge 
will determine the course of the Church for years to come. Upon each 
member of the Parish falls the responsibility for solving the problems 


that confront us. 


In carefully surveying the needs against the necessary amount to exe- 
cute our plans, it was decided to ask for Fifty-Thousand Dollars in 
conjunction with our Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration. This amount 
is sufficient to carry out the program for increasing the facilities and 


usefulness of our beloved church. 


The goal has been set—Fifty-Thousand for the Fiftieth Anniversary— 


it is for us to lengthen the cords, and strengthen the stakes. 


“The target lies over the hill; and the longer the range the higher the 


sights are raised” —Anon. 


He Points the Way... 


Spring was trying to brush away the remnants of winter on the old 


The Rev. C. E. Snowden photographed 
in his study while preparing one of his 
interesting sermons. His Diocesan activi- 
ties include: Canon of the Cathedral; 
member of Bishop White Prayer Book 
Society; member of the Board of the 
Philadelphia Divinity School; member ot 
the Department of Missions; member of 
the Finance, Executive, Rector’s Pension 
and Salary, and Standing Committees ; 
member of the Committee of Supplies of 
the 1946 General Convention; and Dean 
of the West Philadelphia Convocation. 


farm in Nanticoke, Ontario, when a son was born to the Snowdens 


on a memorable May day in 1884. 


On another May day, in 1908, he was ordained to the Diaconate in 


the Cathedral at Hamilton, Ontario; fourteen months later he was 


ordained to the Priesthood. 


Dr. Snowden's work with God carried him into the mining areas of 


Colorado, into the plains of Western Kansas, into sprawling Texas, 


cross-country to New York City, and finally to our own Parish. 


In Kansas he built a new Parish House, redecorated the Church, and 
added to the Rectory; at Tyler, Texas, he built a new Church and 
Parish House, and purchased a new Rectory; and at Incarnation, 
Texas, he purchased a new site, built a new Church, Parish House and 
Rectory, and made the Parish outstanding for. its leadership in the 


Southwest. 


Our Rector joined us at a time when things were black indeed. His 
coming was coincident with the worst financial depression in this 
country’s history. The Parish was hit hard; fortunes were wiped out, 
homes sold, and many members moved out of the Parish. Early in 
1931 the Rector took steps to hold the line until better days should 
come. Under his guidance the property was kept in good condition, 
debts were paid off, some improvements were made, the Vestry re- 


organized, and the Pews were freed. 


This capacity to get things done is now behind the Fiftieth Anniversary 
celebration. We certainly have every reason to be proud to work for 


and with Reverend C. E. Snowden. 
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ARCHITECT S SKETCH OF PROPOSED HOUSE AND GARAGE FOR CURATE AND SEXTON 


Our Objectives . . . 


The Fiftieth Anniversary Fund is to be used to meet the needs of the 


Parish—both material and personal. 


For a long time we have felt that the Rector should have an Assistant, 
each attempt to secure one has been checked by the housing situation; 
no house, no Assistant. The plans, therefore, include a modest house 
to be erected on the lot adjoining the Church. We owe no money, 
and neither do we want to mortgage the Church property for this ú 
purpose. The venture must be one of willing underwriting by the 


members of the Parish. 


A number of improvements are desirable within the Church itself. 
The Chancel and Sanctuary has not been renewed for many years, and 
we hold that this part of God's house should be as beautiful as we 
can make it. An ecclesiastical architect has submitted designs from 


which we can select the one giving us the most acceptable setting. 


We have never had a Children’s Chapel or a Children’s Corner, but 
we felt that something should be done in recognition of the growing 
` emphasis on the place children should occupy in our Parish life. We 
have been presented with a simple but workable plan for turning the 
South Transcept into a Children’s Chapel. This move can do much 
to increase the affection of the children for the Church, and at the 
same time provide an environment for our boys and girls that is both 


friendly and wholesome. 


There are also incidentals which should be replenished at this time 
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such as new cushions in the pews. 


All of our objectives, including the major items of building and deco- 


ration, can be completed by the summer of 1947. 


Fifticth Anniversary Program 


The campaign for the Fiftieth Anniversary Fund starts officially on 
May 15, 1946. By this time you should have received your copy of 
the special 50th Anniversary edition of the Tidings, which was mailed 


to all members of the Parish on May 7th. 


Contributions to the Anniversary Fund may be made in one of several 
ways: by a single cash subscription; by a cash subscription made in 
two payments; in twelve monthly offerings extending from May 15th, 
1946, to May 15th, 1947 (each subscriber will receive twelve special 
Fiftieth Anniversary envelopes, which are to be presented with the 
regular offerings on a designated Sunday each month) ; and, of course, 
we shall accept whatever investment securities you may wish to con- 
tribute. In filling out your Pledge Card please be sure to indicate the 


method in which you wish to make your contribution. 


The first reports from the working committees will be made on May 
22nd, which has the unusual significance of being the Rector’s birthday. 


The closing date for the subscription reports has been set for June 15th, 
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1946, with final reports and tabulations on this phase of the campaign 


due on June 30th, 1946. 


On or about June 15th, 1946, when tangible results of the campaign 
are available, the property committee shall begin to function with 
respect to making commitments towards realizing the complete pro- 


gram for which the 50th Anniversary Fund was instituted. 


Every effort will be put behind the 50th Anniversary program so that 
all the objectives can be completed before the special Anniversary week 
in the Fall of 1947. 

A special 50th Anniversary week has been designated for the Fall of 
1947. For this celebration we hope to be honored with the presence 
of the Bishop on Sunday, followed by a Parish Victory dinner on the 
Tuesday following. Other activities for that week have not been 


determined as yet, but a full program will be developed. 


The architect's sketches of the new house and garage, and the sketches 
of suggested Chancel redecoration, are on display at the rear of the 


Church. 


Che First Fifty Years... 


In January, 1898, a few spirited Overbrook residents met to organize 
a Mission. This original band of pioneers worked fast. In May, 1898, 
$20,000.00 was offered by Mrs. Wm. Simpson, Jr., Mr. W. P. Simpson, 
and Mr. D. Morgan to erect a church structure. Ground was broken 
in April, 1898; the cornerstone was laid in June, with Bishop Whit- 
taker present; and first services were held in the new church on 


December 25th. 


The year 1899 was truly an eventful one in the history of our Parish. 
Rev. Cyrus Townsend Brady was elected Rector, Mrs. Simpson gave 
an organ, an additional $5,000.00 for the church building was offered 
by Mrs. Wm. Simpson, Jr., and Mr. W. P. Simpson, and the house at 


6347 Woodbine Avenue was leased for use as a Rectory. 


In June, 1900, it was decided to erect a Parish House costing $10,000.00. 


Ground was broken August 24th, 1900, and first Sunday School services 
were held March 3rd, 1901. Rev. George Griffith Bartlett was elected 


Rector October, 1902, and continued until April, 1908, at which time 


Rev. Wm. R. Turner became the new Rector. The lot in the rear of 


the Chancel was purchased in December, 1911. 


Mr. Turner resigned in 1917 and Rev. Robert Norwood was elected 
Rector. At this time Mr. and Mrs. W. Percy Simpson provided 
$30,000.00 for the purpose of building the present Rectory. Subse- 
quently, in 1922, it was decided to enlarge the Church and the money 
was subscribed by approximately 600 members of the Parish. Dr. 
Norwood resigned in 1925 and Dr. Joseph Fort Newton came to us 
as a special preacher. Dr. Newton was ordained to the Priesthood in 
1926 and remained with us as Rector until 1930, at which time 


Rev. C. E. Snowden was elected. 


What has occurred in our Parish since 1930 is familiar to most of us. 
Now, as we approach our fiftieth milestone, we are spiritually deter- 


mined that our heritage as a Parish shall not die; with us lies the 


responsibility for continuing as a force for good in the community. 


Fifticth Anniversary Program Committees 


FINANCE 
Mr. Joseph Brower, Chairman 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Mr. George L. Morris 
Mr. John E. Fricke, I 
Mr. Randall Seaman 


Mr. Wm. W. Walker 
Mr. Frank C. Caven 
Dr. H. D. Evans 
Mr. W. M. Irish 
Dr. Henry Ruth 
Hon. Francis F. Burch 
Mr. Richard P. Swartz 
Mr. E. B. Hoskins 
Mr. J. I. Squire 
Frederick Fraley, M.D. 
Mr. Alex. C. Rae i 
Mr. David S. Soliday 
Mr. H. H. Miller 
Mr. C. J. Cutting 
Mr. Robt. S. Scott 
Capt. Richard Wuest 
Mr. E. W. Fehr 


GENERAL 


Mr. Wm. W. Walker, Chairman 


Mr. Joseph Brower, First Vice Chairman 
Mr. George L. Morris, Second Vice Chairman 


Mr. Nathaniel Barr 
Dr. H. D, Evans, Jr. 
Mr. Allan C. Hanson 
. Mr. Frank C. Caven 
Mrs. Wm. W. Walker 


PATRONS AND PATRONESSES 
Mr. Frank H. Caven, Chairman 


Mrs. Frank H. Caven 
Mrs. Charles Y. Audenreid 


Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Lippincott, Jr. 


Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Fraley 
Mrs. Wm. H. Horstmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Wood 
Mrs. Gertrude C. Roberts 
Mrs. Francis Shunk Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. J. S. W. Holton 
Mrs. Oswald Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Dearden 
Mrs. Edwin L. Blabon 
Mrs. Harry F. Curtis 
Mrs. Lewis R. Dick 
Mrs. A. K. Gregory 
Mr. Thomas C. Yocum 


WOMAN’S 
Mrs. Wm. W. Walker, Chairman 


Mrs. Richard W. Wuest, Pres. Altar Guild 
Mrs. Frank E. McNally, Pres. Woman's Auxiliary 
Miss Martha Barkman, Pres. Rector's Aid 


The Rev. C. E. Snowden, D.D., Chairman ex-officio 


PROPERTY 
Mr. Nathaniel Barr, Chairman 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Hon. Francis F. Burch 
Mr. Frank M. Mellor 
Mr. C. J. Cutting 


Mr. F. K. Esherick 
Mr. A. H. Whisler 
Mr. Wm. Haines 
Mt. E. J. Boyd, Jr. 
Mr. J. I. Sguire 


PUBLICITY 


Mr. Allan C. Hanson, Chairman ` 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Mr. F. K. Esherick 
Mr. R. P. Swartz 
Mr. T. B. Fidler 


Mr. John S. Farr 
Mr. J. H. McAllister 
Mr. Ed. L. C. Swan 

Mr. Richard Barr 

Mr. John E. Fricke, II 
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Memorial Church of St. Paul 


REV. C. E. SNOWDEN, D.D., Rector 


MR W. W. WALER. zd nls ae da Rector’s Warden Mr. NATHANIEL BARR............ Accounting Warden 
Mie T Be FIDLER, vorai Hida cote eray Vestry Secretary Miss: I. M. ABERNETHY. .:..4..acee... Parish Secretary 


CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS 


' CHURCH SCHOOL 


ME, RECIOR Sie 00 eect ced ore M ar tons Superintendent 
Mre T M. FRYE: aš cure shine 66 a Assistant Superintendent Mr. ALLAN C. HANSON 
a MR. T B, FDLER "fete Church School Committee 
Mrs. JOSEPH CHESTERMAN........ Supt., Primary Dept. MR. J. E. Fricke, Il | 
Miss MARGHRITA PEACOCK......... Supt., Kindergarten 
ALTAR GUILD WOMAN'S AUXILIARY 
IRS E WW: WOEST see crc ccac gars eeae outs President Mrs. Frame E; MONALI Y: << c bodě o nc saa President 
RECTOR’S AID PERIODICAL CLUB 
Miss MARTHA BARKMAN ctoo reiron o President MRS), M: B. CARSON torria tiedre nanic « Chairman 
MEN'S CLUB JUNIOR FELLOWSHIP 
MR J Harvey MCALISTER: siai cee: vě eee us President ~~ JOSEPH CLARES W Sats pine «od Sieve wk dl President 
BTO 
Miss ROMA ANGEL.......... Organist and Choirmaster 
Mrs, KENNETH E. WUESON) c ¢ 23. saueecswes Treasurer 
ACOLY TES 


THE ORDER OF ST. VINCENT—ST. PAUL’s CHAPTER 


Wm. K. Armstrong, Jr. Joseph Brower John W. Susskind 
Lewis A. Callaghan Joseph Clarke, II Robert Martin 
Augustus P. Clarson, Jr. Wm. Erwin H. deW Easling 
Robert A. Crandall : Alan Bristor Alfred H. Whisler, Jr. 
Frederick Bartlett, Jr. Wm. Douglas Kenneth Wilson, Jr. 
Arthur Diehl Calvin Wrightson cee nič 
Kenneth Diehl Thomas Hewson 
Robt. Adams Howard Irwin pre 
Ernest L. Whitney, Jr. Wm. Newlin Hewson Robert Hammer 
James Hewson Charles Hammer, Jr. Albert Anderson 
Richard Kennedy Geo. Esherick Jack Pennypacker 
Charles Pryor Wales S. Dixon John ee 
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